Sociology

The Research and teaching in the areas of sociology covers sociology,

cultural and medical anthropology, gender studies and ethnographic methods.

The specific research and teaching interest lies in 1) social and medical

anthropological studies on children’s health and health-related decision

making, 2) multicultural health education, and 3) life changes and perceptions

of life and death among older women in Japan.
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1. Medical Anthropology

| engage in research and teaching in the areas of sociology,
cultural and medical anthropology, gender studies and ethnographic
methods. My specific research and teaching interest lies in medical
anthropological studies on children’s health and health-related
decision making (1-4), multicultural health education (5-10) and life
changes and perceptions of life and death among older women in
Japan (11). My research and teaching are united by a specific focus
on the health and wellbeing of socially vulnerable groups of people
(12), informed by theoretical approaches drawn from humanistic
medical anthropology.

2. Multicultural health education: Incorporating global anthropological
issues into medical education in Japan

My research on multicultural health education has critically
examined the current medical and health science curriculum offered
in Japanese medical and health science schools (5-10). My aim is to
incorporate global anthropological issues into medical education in
Japan so as to deal with relevant real-world social issues worldwide
(5). | examines two means by which anthropology can enhance the
quality of medical education in Japan: One involves the integration of
medical anthropology into social medicine and global health; the
other promotes anthropological fieldwork in regional medical and
health training (6, 9, 10)..

3. Children’s health and wellbeing

My research on Chidren’s health and wellbeing aims to
understand the situation of the health status of children who are
under socially and physically vulnerable conditions (1-4). | explore
children’s participation in their health promoting activities as well as
medical treatment decisions. The study is based on long-term
ethnographic case studies. Integrating a medical and applied
anthropological theory into the fields of community health, child

Medical anthropology, Children, Medicine,

development, and pediatric oncology, | specifically explore culturally
grounded ideas of and attitudes toward child health and medicine in
contemporary Japanese society and the ways in which various
groups of people, including children themselves, frame the life and
death and health and wellness. Current research activities include
clinical ethnography of shared decision making at a university
hospital’s children’s ward, by examining the life-world of children with
hematologic cancer.
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